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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF ISRAELI REACTIONS TO PALEST- 
INIAN STATEMENT BY DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAUNDERS 

1. AHRAM NOVEMBER 15 CARRIES PROMINENT FRONT-PAGE ARTICLE CONCERN- 
ING ISRAELI REQUEST FOR A USG EXPLANATION OF STATEMENT ON 
PALESTINIANS MADE IN CONGRESS BY DEP ASST SECRETARY SAUNDERS. 
ISRAELIS, ACCORDING TO AHRAM, OBJECT TO ASSERTION THAT PROBLEM OF 
PALESTINIANS CRUX OF ISRAELI- ARAB DISPUTE. AHRAM ALSO CITES 
HAARETZ ARTICLE DENOUNCING SAUNDERS STATEMENT, WHICH COMPLAINS 
THAT SAUDERS HAS IMPLICITLY AGREED THAT PLO RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS, AS JORDANIAN RESPONSIBILITY NOT MENTIONED 

IN STATEMENT. HAARETZ APPARENTLY COMPLAINS THAT, IN FINAL 
■SETTLF.MF.NT. AMERICAN TRYING TO FORCE ISRAELIS TO ACCEPT 
EXISTENCE OF PALESTINIAN STATE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND JORDAN, WHICH 
AT PRESENT WILL ONLY ENCOURAGE PLO TO ENGAGE IN FUTURE ATTACKS 
ON ISRAEL. 

2. AHRAM NOVEMBER 17 CITES STATEMENT BY DEP PRIMIN/FONMIN 
FAHMY THAT SAUNDERS' STATEMENT A POSITIVE RESULT OF TRIP BY 
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COMMUNIQUE AFTER SUNDAY CABINET MEETING WHICH CALLS SAUNDERS' 
STATEMENT "BIASED" AND STATES THAT ALLMEMBERS OF ISRAELI 
CABINET CRITICIZED "SAUNDERS’ DOCUMENT." COMMUNIQUE ALSO 
ASSERTS THAT ISRAEL TO INFORM WASHINGTON OFFIIALLY OF ITS 
POINT OF VIEW. 

3. AKHBAR NOVEMBER 17 CARRIES LONGER STORY ON ISRAELI COMMUNIQUE, 
WHICH ALLEGEDLY CALLED SAUNDERS' STATEMENT "INACCURATE AND 
MISLEADING" AND HINTED THAT OFFICIAL ISRAELI PROTEST MIGHT BE 
FORTHCOMING. AKHBAR STATES THAT ISRAELIS PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS 
OVER SAUNDERS' STATEMENT THAT NOT ALL PALESTINIANS ARE 
EXTREMISTS AND BECAUSE ISRAELI LEADERS BELIEVE THAT REFUSAL OF 
ARABS TO RECOGNIZE ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXISTENCE KEY TO ME PROBLEM, 
NOT PALESTINIANS. AKHBAR CITES OFFICIAL ISRAELI SOURCE AS 
STRESSING THAT CRITICISM OF ISRAELI CABINET NOT DIRECTED AGAINST 
USG, BUT ONLY AGAINST SAUNDERS. STATEMENT. 

4. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY, EGYPTIAN ARE DELIGHTED BY SAUNDERS 
CONTROVERSY, WHICH GIVES IMPRESSION THAT SADAT WAS SUCCESSFUL IN 
CHANGING USG ATTITUDES DURING RECENT VISIT. NONE OF ARTICLES 

IN CAIRO PRESS MENTION SAUNDERS' COMMENTS ABOUT PLO RENUNCIATION 
OF TERROR AND RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL, HOWEVER, AND NO REACTION 
BY PLO TO SAUNDERS' STATEMENT IS MENTIONED. 
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